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The Authors A ppeal. 


0 here ( as priſoner at'the bar ) I ſtand, 
Criticks command me, to hold up my hand ; 
Th ſay IT am arraign'd ; I need no Cook 

| Todraw my charge, it follows in my Book , 

No Bradſhaw to condemn , for there's acrew, 


Cry burn the book, , and hang the Author too. 


But Reader Say, if needs 1 muſt be tryeds..... 
 TheWelſkman's Fury ſhall not be deny'd, 
The twelve Apoſtles. If thenlT have writ 
Things Heterodox, or my unhappy wit 
. Doth contradi& their Do&trine, Let me be 
Cenſur d by them, but not condem & by thee, 
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7. PRESBYTERIAN BRAMBK | 
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SHORT DISCOURSE D 


CnunRcH Gorrchany T, 
By L. G. | 
Judges s, I5. -o 
And the bramble ſaid unto the trees, if in truth ye annoint 3 
King over you, then come, and put yourtru$ in my fhatly 


and if not, let fire come out of the bramble and _—_— thet Co . 


dars of Lebanon. 
Matthew 7. 16. 


Te ſhall know them by their fruits , do men gather Grapes 4 
Thornes or Figs of Thiftles? ys _ 


2 ee. 


__ o 4 Re Fe 6 | ; 
Priatedin the year 1661, _ 


/30. þ 39. 4 


THE 


PRESBY TERIAN | 


BRAMBLE. 


Hat which was once the contention of the Diſciples: of .. 


| þ of the World,v:z. a ſtriving who ſhould be the greateſt;& 
| this controverſie hath not only ſer Nation againſt Narti- 
tion,and Kingdom againſt Kingdom ; (as it was when Alexander 
and Darius ſtrove who ſhould be Cock of the Worlds dunghil ) 

 burcic hath alſo occaſioned Civil and Domeſtick broiles, where 


Principles. by bloody Arguments. Nec Caſar ferre Prio- 
rem, Oc. ' | _—_—_— 


thar is, to ſtrive who ſhould be the leaſt. 
If this Rule were but-well obſerved, if Greatneſſe would bur. Rr. 
make way tor Goodneſle,and Pride give the wall to Humilicy,we . - Z 
ſhuuld then ſee glorious Times, and a happy Reformation. PR. 
But unto whom ſhall I compare che men of chis. Generation'd., 7 
I may juſtly fay C wich our Saviour ) Fs are like unto Children play + > 


Chriſt, hath ever ſince continued the common diſpuce _ © 


haughry and perverſe ſpirits have gone about co maintain their; = 


Our dleſſed Lord commands us to diſpute upon another queſtion. © * 
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maginthe Market place, and ſaying, we have piped and ye have not 
danced;ltis the ambition of Great perſons that others ſhould'dance 
afccr their pipes. ; ; PEE 

There arc in this Kingdom ſome Chi:dren in underſtanding (I 
dare not {ay in innocence ) who cry out they will play no more 
ar Biſhops , neither will chey indure the muſick of Organs; bur 
rather dance an orher Scotch jigg after the Presbyterian Bag-pipes. 
- Is it ſobcloved 2 marry God forbid. | : 

Ve have kad roo much of that already ; for give me leave to 
ll you Your muſick was like the muficx of Nero who: played up- 
on his barp when he had ſer Rome on fire 3 and your dancing like 
thedancing of Herod:as; for the belt of Kings paid as dear for the 
one as the Greareſt of Prophets for the othcr. 

Bur I hope we ſhall have no more ſuch Galayds, but that rhe 
Parliament will think upon the former mufick, and take care to- 
- Pay the pipers. Y 
' Thar we live under a Government both Civil and Eccleſiaſti- 
cal; and char in both theſe, the King next unto God is over all 
perſons, and inall cauſes in thefe his Majeſties Dominions ſupream 
head and Governour,is a Principle which all ſober men own. And 
tharnnder God, and his Vice-gerent the King , the Hierarchy of 
Biſhops ouzhr ro Govern the Church, 1s a truth ſufficiently pro- 
vedandilluſtrated by rhany learned pens ; and thar the fadtious 
Presbyrerians who endeavour to ſubvert Epiſcopacy, and to aſ- 
 ſumenntro themſelves the like authority under an other name, are 
nor (asrthey pretend ) the Miniſters of Chriſt, I here call Gods 
ſacred word to witneſle. | 

V'Veare to live under a Governmernt for the Holy ſpirit com- 
mands vs, to obey the higher rote} to give Ceſar bis due, to fear 
Gd and hanour the King 3 which arc rwo inſeparable duties 3 He 
cannor be a good Chriſtian rhar is nora good Subjeftz for we may 
uſe the ſame Argument concerning fear, honour and obedience , 
which the Apoftle doth concerning love, He that Ioveth- not bis 
brother whom ke bath ſeen, cannot love God whom be bath not ſeen. oo 
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' hetharhonoureth not the King, who is his viſible. God, cannor 


fear God;who is his invifible King. | 
> VVhen Adam fitove to be equal with his Creator, he was no 
longer ſuffered to continue in Paradiſe ; when Traytors ſtrive to 
be equal withsheir Soveraign,. theyare no longer worthy to live 
upon the.carth,but as infected members ſpeediy robe cur off, Ne 
pars ftucera trahatur. | 


This indeed is a truth, which men will not (or ar leaſt dare nor) 8 
deny. Monarchy they embrace, bur Przlacy they abhor 3 and 3 


though they kneel ro theCrown yer theylcorn robow to the Miter, 
and rhe filly Countrymen are perſwaded that Epiſcopacy 1s the {1- 


ker of Popery, and therefore they are lorh to pin their faichup- 


on lawn ſleeves; And this fooliſh miſconſtrution is wreugte, by 


ſome of our modern Phariſes, who rein at a Gnat and ſwallow a -© 


Camel; and although theycannor reliſh che Biſhops, yer could 
. make ſhift ro devour their lands. And:therefore for the - defence 
of Przlacie, I ſhall make uſe of two weapons, Scripture and Rea- 


fon, which no man tha is cicher Rational or Religious,will call uns -* 


lawful. | 
Thar which is lawful for others to deſire, is lawful for the King 


and Parliament to grant, ( this js reaſon ) 1f a man deſs, et the offire 
of a Biſhop,he deſ;reth a good work (this is Scripture. Now that which 


1s good to be deſiredris good to be granred, And if he that defrreth 
the office of a Biſhop,Aefireth a ood work; then they who deſire rhe 
diſtrutrion of Biſhops,and-the utter aboliſhing of that office, do 


certainly defire an evill work. 


The Office of'a Biſhop we may partly read in his name, that is, : 
an Overſeer ;:here are in a Pariſh Officers called Overſeers of the 


Poor,even ſuch are che Biſhop in the Church of Chriſt. _— 
Our Lord and Maſter to prove his;Diviniry tells the Diſciples of 
John of his wonderful works; and that which he did unto mens 
| bodies when he was inthe fleſh, theſame be dith tow unro cher, 
ſouls, viz. The blind receive their ſight, andthe lame wait, the Lea- 
pers are cleanſed, tl e deaf hear, ani the deal areraiſed up ,and the poor 
have the Goſpell preached unto them. | ; 


True . 
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* andlame in our pradtices, and itis none bur Chriſt that can make 


Saber 4 3 
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Trae itis chat we are all nawrally blind in our underfianding, 


$ - us (ceclearlyor walkuprightly.; he waſhed the Leprous ſinner 
- inhisown blood, He gives unto thoſe who arc deaf unto. any 
- thing whichis good,hearingears; and raiſes up thoſe whoare dead 


" In fins and treſpaſles, .unto a newneſle of life-; And laſtly, where-- 
in all the reſt of the miracles are ſummed up, lar wayyuagene that 
s,the Poor are Golpeliz'd, er made conformable unto the Goſpel; 
- -and for this purpoſe hath God appointed theſe Biſhops or Over- 
ſcers, that ey who are poor .both in ſpirit and purſe, may have 
the bread of life broken unto them. Ir is the duty a faithful fer- 
vant to give unto his Maſters houſhould t heir meat in due ſeaſons 
Lleſſed 15 he whom h1s Lord ſhall fizd ſo doing. x | 
A Biſhop mu be Llameleſs the HuSband of one Wife Vigilant,Sober,of 
good Lebauiour, given to Hoſpitality, apt te teach, wot gruen to wine, 
zo Ftrther, not greedy of filthy Iucre, but patent ; not a brawler, not 
cavetow, &c. 1 heartily wiſh that the: Miniſters of England would 
leave off ro diſpute concerning the office , and ſtrive rather to ob- 
tain the qualifications. eb orgs 
-. Neither have the Apoſtles words been asa rule without any 
examples; but the Piimitive and1late times have both been preg- 
- _ nantof ſuch Bithops, who have taken the degrees of Apoftle 
and Martyr -in this world ang afterward commenced Saints in 
another 3 We need to look no further back then Queen” Ma- 
ries-reign, and there behold che conftant ſufferings and glorious 
Martyrdom of Cranmer, Hooper ,, Ridly and Latimer, all four Bi- 
ſhops 3; And for ſhining lights in the Church, we have Johz 
Tewel, and Fohn Davenant , both Biſhops of Sarum, - Lancelet An- 
* drews Biſhop of incheſter, Foſeph Hall Biſhop of Norwich, and 
others now living, of whole learned and pious works the greateſt 
of their Enemies dailymake uſe, alrthough they caſt dirt-upon 
the Authors 3 Baſe , ungratefull Spirits who go about to cuc 
down the trees when they have filled their budgets wich - the 


fruit. 
Well 
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Well, ſay the'Zealots of the times, we acknowledg all .chis3 7 
Biſhops, with theſe qualifications, we admir bur no-Lord Bifhopsz' + 3 
it ſeems then! their | greatneſs is their crime 5 and becaule the > 
height of Gramham ſteeple makes ir look crooked , -ir muſt 
thereforebe pulled down. Thus ic hath been alwayes the policy 
of the Devil and wicked men to keep Miniſters poor, that they 
might cither {ink under their ſufferings,or be Contemprible inche 
ſight of the people. lt is nor long fince black-coars gave the wall 
to red-coats,and old Tullies Cedant arma Toge were out: of datezand 
could che malice of men have prevailed,thoſe that now ſerveat the 
alrar of God, had been made; hewers 'of wood and drawers. of- 
water 3 And there had been as little; Lordſhip belonging to a 
Biſhop as Grace to a Presbyrerian. But it hath pleaſed our graci- 
ous King ro ſhew his love unto Chritt by honouring his Embaſla- 

- dours; and unto.choſe ro. whom God hath given' the gifts of Bi- 
ſhops, thath he given the ticles of Lords. | And. therefore Why do 
the people rage > Why do they imagine 4 vain thing 2 Lex dogs bark at 
the Moon, and fools throw ſtones againſt the Wind : Yerthey 
that are of God ; will ſtand. X | . 

.: Thus (in rhis-great Eccleſiaſticall combate) we have: taken a 
view of one of our Champions, that is David, the Biſhop,, or -E-. 
vangelicall Shepheard,and the manner of his coming,rhar is in the 
name of the Lord. - 

- But now.entcr Goliah, a thing of fix cubits, a prioſ Ram- 
panr,. S;meon and Lev, the word and {word quartered in/a ſhield, 
a long rack, a buffe coat, and a whire-leather conſcience 3 look up- 
on him Reader. Is he moſt like a ſheep, or woltfe 2 Fl 

We are commanded not co believe every ſpirit, but have lZer- 
ty totry the Spir11s3 And there isno. other, way of..trial then by. che'+ 
Scriptures, the old and new Teſtaments.. : , - | 

The beſt way'of old Teſtament,rial , is to; take them up into 
Mount Carmel, where ELjahcontended with Baals prophets, we 
may there obſerve rwo things in, Baals prophers, which are exadtly , 


parallel'd in the Presbyrerians, 
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** x. Baals: Prophets were bauling prophets, they eyed ont and 
propheſied from morning to eventing. | #1910, ooetl 
So were- the Presbyterians, witneſs their Faſts and tedious 
Lecures, which were but like the Jews vew Moons 4nd appornted 
feafts, and the Phariſes almes and long prayers, an abomina- 
tran 1a the ſight of the Loyd; for it is a fearfull thing when Mens 
ſins cry louder for Judgement, then their prayers tor mercy, and 
when the hands which they lift up are full of blood. | 
2, Baals prophets were cutting prophets 3 they cut, and flaſh't 
themſelves with knives and lancers z So were the Presbytertans, 
witneſs worceFter fight, and the rifing of Sir George: Booth, when 
the very Prieſts were in aQtuall armes, blowing up. the coals of 
diviſion amonglt us, which was no other then to make the body 
Politick of this Nation ( after the manner of Baals worſhip ) to 
cut and wound her ſelf with ſwords and inſtruments of cruelty. 
There is a bleſſed ſentence, Mathew 5.g. Beati ſunt Pacifier, how 
lirtle ſhare have theſe men in that Bearitude! | 
Be wiſe now therefore ye men of Exzland ; If the Lord be God,fol-. 
low him, bat if Baal be God follow him; Halt 10 longer between two 0- 
pintons 3, Is there a greater contradiction in Lord Bifhop, thert in 
Captain Parſon? do you deteft a ſurplice and hug a coarot mail > 
15 nor a tippet more decent then a belr' of Bandeleers ? is not'Da- 
wids muſick more pleaſant then that of drums and erumpets?> A 
true Miniſter hath no orher ſword fave thar of the ſpirit, no o- 
ther ſheild ſave thar of faith 3 yer in his ſcrip he hath ſo much 
learning and piety , as ( like the ſmoorh ſtones of the brook) ſhall 
wound the brazen foreheads of all his prond gainſayers. ; 
. _  Butbeſidesthis, there is a new Teſtament Trial 3 They who are 
the diſciples of Chriſt, obey their Maſters commands ; the com- 
mand is to ſtay there where-the place is worthy ; and where it. is 
nor, ro be gone 3 now I appeal ro the (experience of rhe Country, 
whether or no the Presbyterians obeyed this 3 they looked not at 
the worth of the people , bur at the value of the yearly Ripend; 
how common and frequent was ie to ſee ſome coveteous young No- 
: vice 


'] viceplaced amongſt worthy Neighbours, having a competent al- 


lowance ( had he known what a competence was ) bur: hearing 
of a wealthy perſonage , Pre#io Sir' Jobn;' away flyes 'he , 'and 
leaves Ninive: to go to Tarſhiſh! * It was therefore an ingenious 
anſwer of a North Country Man to-Mr. Y:car, who asked of tim 
what 1s the chief end of Man? he replyed , To run from a ſmall be- 
nefice to a great one. Forſurely that hath-been the end of theſe 
ſons of Bel:al who+( thoueh rhey call: rhemſelves rhe Ambaſſa- 
dours of Chriſt ) yer they ncver obey d their Commilhion, but in 
Gods livery ſerved Aammon. | | 
Thus we have ſpoken of the way of Cazy, that is their cruelty;and 
of the errour of Balaamtharis their coveteouſncls 3. we ſball now 
confider-che gainfaying of Korah 3 VVhar ſtrange fire. did they of- 
ferar Gods altar ! How often might you have gone tothe place 
of publick worſhip, and heard neither rhe Lords- prayer, the 
Decalogue of Moſes, 'nor- the Apoltles Creeds, , without which 
we know not how to pray; whar: ro do, or what ro believe. 
Our Saviour Chriſt reacherhus how to pray , borh negatively 
and poſitively 3 Not like rhe. Pharifees, bur after this manner 3 
The Presbycerians pray'd nor in the words of "Chriſt, bue like 
thoſe Hippocrites uſed vain Reperitions; and therefore it is:now 
time for them to ſay we have leit undone rhoſe things: which-we 


ought to have done, and Ve have done thoſe things which we - 


ought nor to have done. It was Myſes his Pleaunto God when he 
was to be ſenr into E2zypt, - 1 am not eloquent ; perhaps he foreſaw 
the perverſeneſs of rhe men of rhis age, who thoughr him not e- 
loquenr enough to ſpeak in rheir Congregation; Yer when the 
ruler demanded of Jef, #/4at he ſhould do to nberit eternal: life; He 
replyed, Thou knoweſt the Commandements, &c. | | 
In the twelfth chapter of the book of che Revelation, we read of 
a Woman cloathel with the-Sun, having the moon undey her. feet, ani 
o# her head a crown of twelve Rars;This Womamis the:Church of 
God, rhe Sun is the Sun of Righteouſneſs, the Moon is:this'uncon- 
ftant World, the crown of rwelve ſtars is the doctrine of the. A+ 
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E oſtles, The SymbolumApoſtolicum is very true believers Diadems J 
a [7 it is no wonder that that hand which robb'd the King of his 
Crown, ſhould alſo deprive the-Church of hers. nor, 161 

I confeſs, I am loth to uſe ſuch. tart expreſſions ; burl hope 1 
may ( without offence ) defend the truth with ſuch blowes as o- 

thers give who fight againſt ir. | | $4494 
Ido remember thartn the heat of theſe late wars, There was 
publiſhed a ſedirious Libel called The ſimple Cobler, $:c. where- 
in amonglt orher Conumdrums there was a Phanatical (I ſhould 
have ſaid prophetical ) diftich. Y7z. 


There are a ſet of Biſhops coming next behind, | 
' That mill ride the Devell off bis legs, and break his wind. 


Indeed ſuch ugly words cannot deſerve a comment, yer we 
may corre& an-erratum; for Biſhops read Presbyterians, All the 
| Kingdom knowes that they were the rank riders. | But how has 
che-tou! fiend played the Hobgobblin: with them ! how do they 
now tumble in the mire, whe lately ſate in the ſaddle! poor Hugh 
Peteys fell ſo that his neck was broken; others are crippled, both 
in-their Eſtates and opinions ; and they may have all time to. 
ſpend that under the Divels belly, which they got upon bis back.. 
- Bur how the Divel ſhould, become broken-winded I know nog, 
unleſs it was done when O. C. rode poſt into another World. 

But ſtay-my over haſty pen ! I fearI have writ ſomething that 
will notſuit with rhe genius ef ſober men. The naked truth needs 
no ſuch antickdreſs ; Divinity and Drollery are anunlawfull mix- 
..- pure; And therefore it becomes me to beg pardon of the impar- 

tial reader,and withall to fignific rhat by the vord Presbytcrian,L 

do not mean all that are ſo called, far be ir. from me ro go about to 
Rain. the reputation of any Godly and Learned Miniſters, as Bax- 

" ter, Calamy and others-, whoſe picty and pains in the Church of 
God have deſerved the praiſe of all good men ; bexe wir, hoc nihil 
44 te. - Bur as for thoſe {edirious ſpirits that were Incendiaries in 
I'Þ:©- | the 
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them the name Presbytcrian y | 

the builders of, Babel —_ — rofgh in their language )-Ib dep 
the vvord Presbyter had at firſt a good, lignificarion, | as, Tyragr, 
Magick,and: other vvords, vvhich through the be re: % Mg 
haye loſt their od Erymology 3 Tyrant. anciennly. Cart fi 

g, bur novv .it ſignifies an Oliter Magick formerly zo "Bro 

Prtophy, bur novy it istaken for ,Witch-crafrz and; = name 
Presbyter, vvas. once _an EJder, but now Ir is uſed for a Scorch 
Rebell, or an Enz!iſh Traitour. Iris obſerved chat once a.great- 
faſhion in this Nation,vvas,to vvear yellovy ſtarched Ruffes. Bur 
after one Mrs. 7 urner (.a notorious Witch, and ſtrumpetr, vyas 
hanged vvith one of therwabour hermeck , the mode became 
odious and vvas quite left off, Truly Reader, I think it is high time 
for us to lay afide che nathe Presbyterian. vvhich is. nothing: —_ 
ſtarched picce of Auſtcricy, becauſe Hugh Peters ( vwvho poyſoned 
more wiHh his doQrine then' Mrs. Tarner with her- pottons) wore 
it ( as a ltvery ) when he went ro the gallowes,. 

I think ic is high time for Ez2land to beginto be ſober, and eve- 
ry man to bring his kcarr as a ſtone ro theſpiritual building of whe 
Church of Chriſt> wichicn: r: Ientince andſclf=denyal,' rhe ſtoges 
cannot be hewn and made fit for rhe Fabrick 3 without fairhvthey: | 
cannor be built up 3 without lovetkey cannot be joyned and: ce- 
mented ; withourdecency,order 2nd Government, there will fill 
be aconfuſios,and nat one {fone lei; npon another. | 

For this end there is a neceffity of Epiſcopacy', experience Kaely - 
tauzhr us the inconvenicnce of Presbytery. . For chough 7dare not 
call them the ſons of perdition, I may confidently ſay rhey are the | 
farhers of Confuſion. 

F." is reported of a Grave Senator of the Rump' Parliament, thar 
He ſat many years in the houſe, and yer ( like Balaams Afle ) he 

neyer ſpake bur once, and when he {; »ake his. words were theſe: 
a. Speaker ,Þ conceive it 1s neceſſary that we cauſe the window w9'be 
 Doubtleſle thee words could nor gzin his worſhip the re- 
puration: . 


Th old (drebellios, _ ad Ac exe n6Ye what rake; oF 
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lcrationof Opn_es and Liberty of Conſcience. - 

' I ſhall'conclude with the S OF 4 Tar 
parrofhis laſt prayer, Zr Pri thigh therein of thoſe who ri 
up againft the Church and K:ng 3, make them as chaff before the wind, 
and by ſtubble before the fire;but upon himſelf and bis ſeed let his Crown 
foariſh. © | EI 


Wharton: © on | 


-] Hat changelings where the Pres byterian crew, 
VY That p#ll'd old croſſes down,to build up new? 
That durſt adventure on ſuch dangerous ſhelves, 
As to unſaint th EvangeliSts themſelves, 
Aud left us not a Feſtival beſide: , 

Vhat they had called and had ſanGtifr'd. 

- But heav/'ns are ju$t, for lo they re forcdto bow; 
The Synods down, and: ſtinking Elders too: 
Only they bark at moonſhine now and then, . 
To:ſbew\that they'are Dogs rather then Men. 


The Authors Eecho. 
| , Heh down with cm ler them no longer ftand,: | wa] 
; Baſe caterpillers that conſum'd the. land, - 
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That 


T hat rent the comtneetaney beak and laws ſever, 
And made the honſe of God a 4 Denof thieves. SE 

0 may the ſacred Pulpit now be free 
From ſuch Quacksalvers in Divinitiel _ © 
Let 'um be Pedagogues othy laſbing trade, ; 3 
And whip their boyes as C-=---- did bis Meid ; TS i» 
Or elſe return unto there Zealous Tub, | 'I 


And their be Chaplains to Don Belzebub. 
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